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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING HOLLY’S HISTORY OF
SERVICE

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize my little town of Holly and, in par-
ticular, its commitment to its men and women
who have served in uniform. | am especially
proud to commemorate the Holly Area Vet-
erans Resource Center and its dedicated
members as they host a Welcome Home
event tomorrow for our troops and their fami-
lies.

Holly’s track record of service isn’t limited to
just one event on one day—far from it. Our vil-
lage’s commitment is absolute, as evidenced
by the namesake of the community center
where the Veterans’ Resource Center holds its
events: Lt. Karl Richter.

As a 23-year-old officer in the Air Force, Lt.
Richter became the youngest pilot to shoot
down a MiG over Vietnam. He would eventu-
ally fly 198 missions—the most out of any air-
man at the time—and would ultimately earn
the Air Force Cross, the Silver Star, and Pur-
ple Heart for his valor.

Lt. Richter was born and raised in Holly,
and the legacy of service that he exemplified
continues to live on in our community. The old
oak tree in the parking lot of Holly Elementary
School is ringed by dozens of yellow ribbons
noting which of our hometown heroes are on
active duty. Holly is also home to the Great
Lakes National Cemetery, where over fifty-
thousand of our nation’s veterans and their
family members have been laid to rest. At
their military funerals, it's common to see a
joint honor guard of Holly VFW and American
Legion members carry on their traditions with
a performance.

Lastly, together with local leaders and vet-
erans groups, my team led an effort to rename
our local post office. | believe service is the
greatest love letter you can send your country,
and at the Holly Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice, we will soon be able to pay tribute to that
service each time we send letters of our own.

In short, Holly is a place that knows its vet-
erans. We’re proud to stand with them
throughout their entire careers—from that first
bus that takes them to boot camp until their
retirement and beyond. After all, when we
send folks to fight for us, we have a responsi-
bility to care for them and their loved ones for
the rest of their lives.

That said, we know that the return to civilian
life can be difficult. With its Welcome Home
event tomorrow, Holly honors the service and
sacrifice of veterans and their families. With a
parade, food trucks, and live music, we will
celebrate the folks who stepped up to serve
our nation. And through a commemorative pin-
ning for any veteran who served from 1955 to
1975, we will thank them for their willingness
to risk life and limb to defend our way of life.

Representing Holly is one of the greatest
privileges of my life. I'm proud to honor Holly,

so that its legacy of service can forever be re-
membered.

———————

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DIAMOND JUBI-
LEE, OF SAINT TIMOTHY CATHO-
LIC CHURCH

HON. CARLOS A. GIMENEZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. GIMENEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 60th anniversary of the Diamond
Jubilee, of Saint Timothy Catholic Church in
Miami, FL. Saint Timothy was founded in
1960, and the church and parish have ex-
panded to include many members of Florida’s
26th Congressional District and beyond.

Saint Timothy Catholic Church not only pro-
vides a place of worship but also engages its
parishioners through outreach to give back to
the surrounding community. By distributing
food to the hungry and providing a wide range
of outreach services, the church exhibits the
strong passion it has for helping others. | am
very thankful for all the great work that Saint
Timothy Catholic Church and their parish-
ioners contribute to our community.

| congratulate all members of Saint Timothy
Catholic Church on their 60 years of commu-
nity. | look forward to their continued success
and prosperity in the future.

———

HONORING BILL McCARTHY, 2021
CENTRAL OHIO SENIOR CITIZENS
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, the Central
Ohio Area Agency on Aging will host its 45th
annual Central Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of
Fame induction ceremony on October 6 in Co-
lumbus. | am honored to commend to the
House one of this year's inductees: William
McCarthy of Marysville.

Bill is a mainstay of the Marysville commu-
nity. He started working at Wolgamot’s Drug
Store in 1949, the same year he graduated
from Marysville High School. He then earned
his pharmacy degree from Ohio Northern Uni-
versity, after which he purchased a share in
Wolgamot's. In 1971, after buying out the last
of his partners, he renamed it McCarthy Phar-
macy. McCarthy Pharmacy was a downtown
Marysville landmark for many years, famous
for its five-cent coffee.

Bill met his wife, Ruth, in 1949 while work-
ing at the pharmacy. They shared 63 years of
marriage until her passing in 2016. They were
long-time members of Trinity Lutheran Church
and committed delivery drivers for Meals on
Wheels programs in Marysville and Plain City.

Bill continues to serve Marysville in many
ways, including as a member of the G.L.
Kingsmore Scholarship Committee. He is
proud to be a 33rd degree Mason.

Madam Speaker, selection for the Central
Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame is a high
honor accorded to seniors who have devoted
their lives to serving others. | am pleased to
join in the accolades for Bill McCarthy on his
induction and thank the Central Ohio Area
Agency on Aging for recognizing his many
sacrifices—and those of all of this years in-
ductees.

———

HONORING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LATINO CENTER
ON AGING

HON. CARLOS A. GIMENEZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. GIMENEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 30th anniversary of the Latino
Center on Aging (LCA). LCA was founded in
1991 and for decades has been a champion
of advocating on behalf of Latino senior citi-
zens by advancing and improving their quality
of life. The center has been able to support
and assist many members of Florida’s 26th
congressional district and beyond.

The Latino Center on Aging has success-
fully been able to carry out its mission through
various avenues such as media engagement,
testimony at public hearings, and conferences
that directly address the problems Latino sen-
ior citizens are faced with.

Additionally, LCA has implemented a weekly
radio show titled Para Mayores that has been
broadcasted for the last three years. During
the COVID-19 quarantine period, Para
Mayores contributed to the lives of many sen-
iors by providing them with timely and valu-
able information. This has become of signifi-
cant importance as many times, language and
cultural barriers impede seniors’ ability to ef-
fectively obtain the necessary assistance they
require.

As South Florida continues to see an ex-
pansion of Hispanic elderly residents in the re-
gion, now more than ever are LCA’s contribu-
tions and mission critical to the surrounding
community. | congratulate the Latino Center
on Aging on their 30 years of community and
contribution. | look forward to their continued
success and prosperity in the future.

————

RECOGNIZING HINDU HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to join the many Hindu faithful in
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the United States in recognizing the month of
October as Hindu heritage month. The 8th
Congressional District is home to many fol-
lowers of this uniquely pluralistic religion, and
| wish to celebrate the Hindu community’s val-
uable contributions to my district and to our
state and country. | believe this acknowledg-
ment is especially timely, given the disturbing
rise of prejudice and racism in this country, in-
cluding Hinduphobia as manifested in hateful
speech and violent acts perpetrated against
Indian-Americans and Hindu houses of wor-
ship.

The Hindu religion dates back millennia and
has profoundly influenced both ancient and
modern cultures. lts message of religious tol-
erance, non-violence, and the universality of
the human experience was introduced to this
country in 1893 by Swami Vivekananda in his
landmark address at the World Parliament of
Religions in  Chicago, lllinois.  Swami
Vivekananda’s words of peace and his em-
phasis on self-perfection and service to others
sparked interest in the Hindu faith and contrib-
uted to the growth of Hinduism in the United
States. His spiritual understanding had a pro-
found influence on one of the greatest leaders
of the 20th century, Mahatma Gandhi, who in
turn inspired the important work of one of our
nation’s most revered leaders, Martin Luther
King, Jr., to advance the cause of civil rights
in the United States.

The Hindu faithful in our country include
physicians, lawyers, scientists, economists,
philosophers, artists, academics, business
leaders, government officials—and Members
of Congress. They are guided by Swami
Vivekananda’s call to service and respect for
all religions and all people. Madam Speaker, |
know all Americans of goodwill share these
beliefs, and today | would like to celebrate the
work of the Hindu faithful in building bridges of
understanding between all Americans, for their
important contributions to our economy and
our cultural and civic life, and for the part they
play in creating our wonderful and distinctively
diverse American experience.

————

HONORING SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL CENTENNIAL

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with the honorable Congresswoman
JACKIE SPEIER, Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO,
and Congressman MIKE THOMPSON in celebra-
tion of Soroptimist International reaching its
centennial on October 1, 2021. A global volun-
teer movement with over 72,000 members in
121 countries, Soroptimist, later named Sorop-
timist International, was established to advo-
cate for gender equality and human rights, a
mission that it has stayed true to this day.

Founded in 1921 when women were still not
permitted to join service organizations, Sorop-
timist began as an 80-member club in Oak-
land, California with a vision for a world where
women and girls were provided the resources
and support to achieve their individual and col-
lective potential. The club’s first project was
Save the Redwoods, confronting logging com-
panies, lobbying the legislature, and rallying
public support to designate a portion of the
forest as protected land, which remains today.
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Within 5 years, the organization, renamed
Soroptimist International, grew to 15 clubs
throughout the United States. In 1924, the first
Soroptimist club in Europe was founded in
Paris and fueled the establishment of clubs
throughout the continent. Several federations
were established across the globe from Aus-
tralia to Africa, leading projects to support ref-
ugees, secure housing for the impoverished,
assist individuals with disabilities, and provide
vocational training for women and girls. Unit-
ing these federations, Soroptimist International
Association was awarded consultative status
in 1950 by the United Nations Economic and
Social Counsel, an honor reserved for about
3,000 non-governmental organizations world-
wide. UNICEF also granted the organization
consultative status for service projects assist-
ing children in 1966.

Today, Soroptimist International includes 5
federations worldwide: Africa, the Americas,
Europe, Great Britain and lIreland, and the
South West Pacific. Their current priorities to-
wards achieving gender equity include strate-
gically addressing child marriage, female gen-
ital mutilation, domestic violence, rights of
older women, migration, and human traf-
ficking.

Madam Speaker, Soroptimist International
has continued to be an innovative leader in
promoting human rights and gender equity
worldwide. Through the unwavering dedication
of its many members and its continually grow-
ing network, the organization has never lost
sight of its original purpose to educate, em-
power, and transform the lives of women and
girls across the globe. Therefore, please join
me in congratulating Soroptimist International
for a century of inspiring work, and in wishing
them many more years of success.

—

HONORING THE CAREER OF JON
PRATT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE MINNESOTA COUNCIL OF
NONPROFITS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the distinguished career of Jon
Pratt on the occasion of his retirement as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Minnesota Council of
Nonprofits. During his more than three dec-
ades of nonprofit advocacy work and leader-
ship, Jon has made an enduring impact for
residents of Minnesota and has uplifted the
important and necessary work of nonprofit or-
ganizations across the country. As founder of
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, one of the
largest statewide nonprofit associations in the
country, Jon created a space to meet the
needs of Minnesotans through the growing
nonprofit sector—a space which today serves
over 2,200 member organizations across the
state.

A lifelong Minnesotan, Jon began his career
as a lawyer in 1977, and in the following dec-
ade gained valuable experience through sev-
eral different jobs. He first organized a state-
wide lobbying program during his time at Min-
nesota Public Interest Research Group and
traveled the Midwest while learning the ins
and outs of foundation work as the regional
field director for The Youth Project, a founda-
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tion providing grants and assistance to grass
roots community organizations. And as cam-
paign manager for future U.S. Senator Paul
Wellstone’s bid for state auditor, he learned
how critical it is to engage government to
serve all Minnesotans. He then served as ex-
ecutive director of The Philanthropy Project
where he led a coalition advocating for an in-
crease in philanthropy efforts that benefited
disadvantaged people across the state of Min-
nesota.

It was these diverse experiences that led
Jon to convene a group of local leaders of
nonprofit organizations to establish the Min-
nesota Council of Nonprofits (MCN) in 1987.
Only the third such trade association of its
kind in the United States, MCN was launched
to fill the increasing needs of nonprofits
throughout the state, with the core belief that
sharing information and working together
across areas of common interest will be mutu-
ally beneficial and uplift the nonprofit sector as
a whole. Today, MCN hosts classes and net-
working opportunities for both new and estab-
lished organizations, helps groups secure
grants and other funding, facilitates a jobs
board to connect employers with those seek-
ing a job in the sector, and advocates for pub-
lic policy changes at every level of govern-
ment.

During his time with MCN, Jon was funda-
mental in helping elevate the status of Min-
nesota’s nonprofit sector by establishing
standards of excellence for nonprofits, co-
developing Grant Advisor—a rating tool for
those seeking grants that provides free and
honest feedback about the grant process, cre-
ating training programs and materials to
strengthen the service work of organizations,
and conducting years of research on the non-
profit sector to promote transparency and
positive change in the field.

| am grateful to have worked with Jon for
many years on key state and federal policy
issues as he led the way in advocacy work on
behalf of the Minnesota nonprofit community.
MCN was the largest employer group to sup-
port raising the state’s minimum wage, they
worked with the Minnesota Legislature to se-
cure a non-itemizer charitable tax deduction,
and through MCN’s Minnesota Budget Project,
led the charge to expand Minnesota’s working
family tax credit. Jon’s advocacy also spreads
beyond the immediate needs of the nonprofit
world as he has been a constant voice for
public good by opposing state voter ID bills
and supporting human rights and equitable so-
cial programs.

Jon has truly been a champion for non-
profits across the Nation and while his tremen-
dous leadership at Minnesota Council of Non-
profits will be missed by many, his lasting con-
tributions are sure to inspire the leaders and
public servants of the future. Madam Speaker,
please join me in honoring the exceptional ca-
reer of Mr. Jon Pratt.

———

HONORING RICHARD STAHL
HON. GREG STANTON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the life and legacy of Richard Stahl,
who passed away on January 3, 2021. A com-
munity leader and LGBTQ+ advocate, Richard
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